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August 24, 2026 

 

 

VIA EMAIL  

 

Village of Tuxedo Park  

Village Office 

80 Lorillard Road 

P.O. Box 31 

Tuxedo Park, New York, 10987 

Attn: Mayor Marc D. Citrin 

 

RE: Engagement Letter for Legal Services Between Harris Beach Murtha 

Cullina PLLC and Village of Tuxedo Park     

Dear Mayor: 

Thank you for selecting Harris Beach Murtha Cullina PLLC (“we,” “us,” or “our Firm”) 

for legal representation.  I will serve as your primary contact at our Firm.  This letter and the 

enclosed Standard Terms of Engagement for Legal Services will describe the basis on which our 

Firm will provide legal services. 

Client.  As we have discussed, our client will be the Village of Tuxedo Park (“you” or 

“Client”). 

Scope of Representation.  You have asked us to provide legal representation in connection 

with representing and defending each of the Village Defendants in the litigation captioned Dolores 

Marchand v. The Village of Tuxedo Park, et al., Supreme Court, Orange City, Index No. 

EF009047-2026.  We will provide legal services only in connection with the Matter, and are not 

providing business, investment, insurance, accounting or other such non-legal services.  Our Firm 

will provide you with representation in accordance with the applicable professional standards but 

does not guarantee any particular result. 

Attorney-Client Privilege.  In general, neither a client nor an attorney can be compelled 

to disclose confidential lawyer-client communications concerning legal advice.  To maintain the 

attorney-client privilege and other protections, you should take reasonable steps to assure that all 

communications with our Firm are kept confidential. 

Billing.  We will bill for our services on an hourly basis.  Our fees will be based on the 

amount of time spent on the Matter by lawyers and paralegals multiplied by their individual hourly 

billing rates for the Matter.  I, Jared A. Kasschau, Esq., will supervise the Matter along with my 

colleague Brian S. Stolar, Esq., with support as needed from other named attorneys and paralegals. 

Contact information and current hourly rates for these attorneys and paralegals are as follows: 

Jared A. Kasschau, Esq.: (516) 880-8106 or jkasschau@harrisbeachmurtha.com 

Brian S. Stolar, Esq.: (516) 880-8383 or bstolar@harrisbeachmurtha.com 

mailto:jkasschau@harrisbeachmurtha.com
mailto:bstolar@harrisbeachmurtha.com
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Currently, our hourly rates generally range from $550 - $850 for members and senior 

counsel, $350 - $500 for associates and other attorneys, and $150 - $275 for paralegals.  These 

rates are subject to change annually. Mr. Kasschau’s current hourly rate is $750, but he has agreed 

to discount his rate to $450. Mr. Stolar’s current hourly rate is $575, but he has agreed to discount 

his rate to $400.  

We may also assign other attorneys or paralegals to the Matter from time to time, and we 

will bill at their standard billable hourly rate.  Our billing rates are subject to change annually. 

Client is responsible for payment of all legal fees, expenses, and disbursements, regardless of the 

ultimate outcome of the Matter.  In performing legal services in the Matter, we may also incur 

costs (including but not limited to costs for electronic data collection, maintenance and storage, 

other outside vendors including experts and consultants, overnight delivery, travel and the like) 

for which You will be responsible.  A detailed description of our billing for services and costs is 

included in the Standard Terms of Engagement for Legal Services. 

We will send bills monthly for fees and costs.  Payment is due upon receipt and may be 

made by check, credit card or electronic payment identified on the monthly invoice. If our bills are 

not timely paid, we reserve the right to terminate our representation by sending the Company 

written notice.  If we are representing You in litigation, we will seek leave from a court or other 

tribunal to withdraw if necessary, and you agree not to object or oppose any such application. 

Retainer.  The Firm has waived the requirement for an initial retainer with respect to this 

Matter but reserves the right to require one if deemed appropriate in the future. Fees for legal 

services and other charges are billed monthly and are payable within 30 days of  receipt of the 

Firm’s invoice, which will be sent to you at the address set forth above unless you request it be 

sent to a different address. 

Insurance. Our engagement does not include responsibility for review of your insurance 

policies to determine the possibility of coverage for the claim asserted in the Matter, or for 

notification of your insurance carriers about the Matter. 

Deposits.  If you provide us with a retainer or other deposit (other than payment of an 

invoice for services already provided or costs already incurred), or we otherwise receive funds on 

your behalf, we will hold the funds in a trust or other client funds account, and we may apply those 

funds to any outstanding invoices currently due.   

Legal Hold.  Because litigation has been commenced or is reasonably anticipated, you are 

hereby directed to preserve any and all information in whatever form that may be relevant to your 

Matter.  We may send you  a separate “Legal Hold” letter that describes in more detail your 

responsibilities in connection with preserving evidence, both physical and electronic, that may 

have relevance to the Matter. 
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Additional information about these subjects and other important matters appears in the 

enclosed Standard Terms of Engagement for Legal Services, which are incorporated as part of this 

letter and which you should review before agreeing to our engagement. 

Thank you for entrusting the Matter to our Firm.  Please contact me directly with any 

questions regarding this engagement letter.  Otherwise, if this proposal is acceptable, please 

confirm by returning a countersigned copy of this engagement letter and payment.   However, any 

services rendered by our Firm in connection with the Matter prior to you signing below shall be 

governed by the terms of this letter.  If at any time you have questions about the progress of the 

Matter, the way in which it is being staffed or any other issue, please contact me right away.  We 

look forward to working with you. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Jared A. Kasschau 

 

Enclosure(s) 

 

AGREED TO AND ACCEPTED: 

Village of Tuxedo Park 

 

 

By: ___________________________ 

 

 

Title: ___________________________ 

 

Date: ______________________  
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